attempt to turn the popular enthusiasm into a coup d'etat. Out-
bursts coupling complete independence and an immediate
declaration of allegiance to Faisal as King of clraq had already
occurred, as at meetings held in Faisal's honour on July 4th
and gth.1 Suggestions that Faisal might be immediately
acclaimed King had also come to the ears of the High Com-
missioner.3 Neither he nor Faisal wished it to be said in the
future that Faisal owed his throne, not to the will of the people,
constitutionally expressed, but rather to a coup d'etat initiated
by the Nationalists who, in return, would expect to influence
policy in the direction of complete independence and to share
in the administration of the kingdom. The Residency, more-
over, had borne the brunt of the battle and it must enjoy the
fruits of the victory. Faisal, on his side, had little wish to be
placed so soon under obligations to any group, which, if its
expectations were not fulfilled, would be the first to turn
against him.
The agreement reached at the Cairo Conference that the
country should be made, if possible, to declare itself without
the convocation of the Constituent Assembly, found support
with large groups of Faisal's more moderate adherents. It was
now echoed, apparently without inspiration from the Resi-
dency, in the vernacular press which dropped its original
insistence on the immediate convocation of the National
Assembly in order to press for a referendum.3 Faisal himself
joined in the insistence for prompt action.
The High Commissioner, feeling that the propitious moment
had arrived, took immediate steps. In reply to a letter, July
8th, from the Council of State, inquiring, at his suggestion,4
1 Al-Dijla, July loth and nth,
2	Bell, op. cit., pp  601, 602; also Al-Dijlat July and, 1921.  The Mayor of
Mu'adhdham, on July i2th, called together the leading citizens and shaikhs,
who declared Faisal to be their King, Al-elraqt July I3th, igzi.
3	Lzsdn al-'Araby on July 2nd and 5th, urged the convocation of the Assembly,
but on July 6th, recommended a referendum, also on July 8th, 9th and isth.
Al- Iraqi insisted on a referendum on July 8th, 9th and i ith; also Al-Falldh, July
loth, 1921.
4	Bell, op. cit., pp. 607-8.
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